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NOTES FROM THE STATE 
CONFERENCKI:. 


The New Jersey State Confer- 
ence of Charities and Correction 
met in Jersey City on February 9th, 
roth and 11th. The speakers were 
without exception men and women 
who had practical and practicable 
messages to deliver. The only 
criticism to be made was that there 
were too many speakers, and they 
did not confine themselves to the 
time limit set, thus unduly extend- 
ing the sessions. 

Ix-Governor Stokes cited many 
figures showing the over-crowded 
condition of the various  institu- 
tions of the State and said: “Pre- 
vention is one salvation, and this 
can only come by a scientific inves- 
tigation of the cause of crime and 
mental deficiency. The State ought 
to have a commission to investi- 
gate this. This should be deemed 
as very important in a State where 
criminals and dependents cost 
about forty per cent. of the State’s 
annual expenditure.” He spoke 
very highly of the work done by the 
‘Tenement Commission; the estab- 
lishment of special classes in the 
Public Schools, and the value of 
the Probation System. 

Comunissioner of Charities Wight 
emphasized the need of expert in- 
vestigation into the causes, and 
spoke of the large number of de- 
pendents, defectives and delin- 
quents, who may be traced back to 
but few families,—showing that in 
many cases if provision had been 
made in time the State might have 


been saved thousands of dollars. 
Mr. Amos W. Butler of Indiana 
in his Presidential Address before 
the National Conference of Chari- 
ties and Correction, speaking along 
these same lines refers to a study 
of 803 families, consisting of 3048 
members. Of these in 1748 cases 
either or both parents were known 
to be feeble minded. In 312 fami- 
lies feeble mindedness was found 
in two or more generations, and in 
their offspring there is 61.2 per 
cent. of inherited defect ] 
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Mr. Wm. H. Allen believes that 
publicity is one of the strongest 
forces for reform, and says, ‘The 
truth about our reformatories, 
about the boys who live there, 
about the jails from which they 
come, about the police courts 
whose mismanagement contributes 
much to filling reformatories, about 
truancy laws uninforced, about 
school curricula not fitted to child- 
ren’s needs and_ possibilities, will 
do more to educate public opinion 
in New Jersey than a ten-million 
tund for the study of social condi- 
tions.” : 

Se 

Dr. Frederick C. Jacobson said 
among other things—in speaking 
of Medical Inspection of Public 
School children, “The hours a child 
studies must be regulated accord- 
ing to his individual ability. The 
medical supervision which our 
present knowledge demands, is: 
l‘irst, a daily inspection of all chil- 
dren suspected of, or especially lia- 
ble to, infectious disease; second. 
frequent (monthly) inspections of 
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all the children; third, a complete 


examination of every child at the 
beginning of its school life; fourth, 
the correction of defects found on 
inspections andexaminations ; fifth, 
a re-examination at such intervals 
as is found necessary; sixth, the 
direction of athletics; seventh, the 
investigation of hygienic questions 
in housing children.” 


HIGH SCHOOL AGRICUL- 
TURE. 


United States Department of 
Agriculture Bulletin, No. 195, is a 
very practical and suggestive out- 
line which should be in the hands 
of every high school or normal 
school instructor of chemistry. It 
shows how rural school teachers 
can make simple and inexpensive 
demonstrations illustrating some of 
the applications of chemistry to 
Agriculture. Too often our school 
chemistry has but little connection 
with real life. There is no reason 
whatever, particularly in the rural 
districts, why the chemistry should 
not be as closely related to real 
life as any other branch. The 
writer, in stating the purpose of 
the Bulletin says: “It is the pur- 
pose of this bulletin to aid the 
teacher in working out a series of 
simple exercises which will ac- 
quaint the pupils with a few chem- 
ical elements of great importance 
in agriculture---those entering into 
the structure of the plant and 
those composing plant-made com 
pounds. 

“The exercises are not intended 
for children studying the science of 
chemistry or the science of agri- 
culture but for children unfamiliar 
with scientific methods and terms 
For this reason the exercises are 
made very simple and the fewest 
possible technical terms are used. 
Where it has been necessary to 
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choose between accurate technica! 


language which might be a little 
confusing to the pupils and a less 
technical statement expressed in 
language familiar to them, the lat- 
ter has been chosen. The aim is 
simply to show the intimate rela- 
tion betwen the plant, the air, and 
the soil, and to familiarize the 
farmers’ children with a_ few 
chemical terms which must become 
household words if the principles 
underlying agriculture are to be 
taught sucessfully in the common 
schools.” 
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There are now forty-five suita- 
ble applicants awaiting admission 
to the Training School. There is 
but little hope for the speedy ad- 
mission of these children, unless the 
legislature makes some provision 
for them. 

\We now have epileptics who 
should be in the Village for kpi- 
leptics, and about one hundred 
men and women who should be in 
institutions for adults. The Train 
ing School was planned and is fit 
ted to take care of and train child 
ren and should not be hindered 
with adults. 

If the plan embodied in a_ pil! 
presented last year, (and to be pro 
sented this year) and approved }y 
the Managers of the Epileptic Vil 
lage, be carried out, all male adults 
can be properly, satisfactorily and 
econonically cared for there. 

I.very parent having a child on 
the waiting list should urge upon 
the Legislature the passage of this 
bill. 

\ great many children received 
special examinations by members 
of our Medical Staff during the 
past month. The surgical ‘cases 
were examined by Dr. Frazier: 
those whose eves needed attention 
by Dr. Risley; and the nose and 
throat cases by Dr. Lewis, for Dr 
Kyle. 
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The Training School, 


Published monthly by the New Jersey 
‘Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens of the State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, so that close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental! condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


MARCH 1908. 


If this paragraph is marked with 
a blue pencil, your subscription has 
expired. Please renew at once. If 
you do not receive both The Sup- 
plement and The Training School, 
send seventy-five cents. 


Dr. Goddard's article in the cur- 
rent number of The Supplement is 
a continuation of the article on 
“Numbers” published last quarter. 
‘he case histories will prove of as 
ereat interest to the reader as his 
conclusions are valuable and in- 
tructive. 

ln the same paper Miss Morrison 
writes on “Entertainments.” For 
a number of years she has been di- 
‘ceting the entertainment work of 
the School. Her public School ex- 
perience fits her to write fully on 
this subject, and the grade teacher 
will find much that is helpful in 
this article. 


The article on “Who is the Spec 
wl Child”, by Supt. Johnstone, is 
intended to give pretty fully but in 
non-technical language, the signs 
which indicate mental deficiency, 
and for which the teacher should 
be on the look-out in her daily 
\We rk. 


The gentlemen of our School 
Social Club are having a_ shuffle- 
board tournament, and many very 
fine games are being played. Our 
club room is a source of very great 
satisfaction to us all, and serves 
not only for social purposes, but 
also for the meetings of our Fire- 
mans’ organization and The Farm- 
ers’ Club. The work of our Board 
of Lady Visitors in making this 
club room possible, is much appre- 
ciated by all of us. 

— 


As money has grown tighter, 
and many men have been laid off, 
several of our old boys have found 
themselves out of occupation, and 
so have returned “Home” here, 
where they are sure to find a wel- 
come as long as they keep honest 
and gentlemanly. These six boys 
have demonstrated their ability to 
live good, clean lives, and get along 
well as long as times are good. 
—————— 

We have had a great many vis- 
itors during the past few weeks. 
We welcome those who come to in- 
vestigate and study our methods 
and plans, knowing that they will 
carry away and promulgate the in- 
formation which the public needs 
to know. 

Among those who visited were: 
Dr. Andrew \W. Edson, Associate 
City Supt., New York City; Dr. 
Henry M. Maxson, Superintend- 
ent Plainfield Public Schools; Dr. 
Black, Asst. Supt. Western Penn- 
sylvania Institution for the Feeble 
Minded: Prof. Huston, Patholo- 
gist,- United States Dept. of Aeri 
culture; Miss flelen Deveraus, 
Teacher of Special Class, Philadel. 
phia, Pa.; Five teachers from Cam- 
den, N. J.: and the members of the 


Legislative llouse Committee on 
Soldiers’ Ilome, State Home for 
Keeble Minded Women and New 
Jersey Training School. 

















THE TRAINING SCHOOL 





GOOD READING. 


There are a number of papers 
which have been presented to the 
National Conferences of Charities 
and Corrections which have been 
reprinted in pamphlet form and are 
now for sale by the Secretary, Al- 
exander Johnson, 2139 North 


Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis, 


Ind. These pamphlets cost from 
two to ten cents each and are very 
valuable to all interested in Char- 
itable and Correctional work. <A 
list may be received by addressing 
as above. “The Feeble-Minded 
Blind’, “The Burden of Feeble- 
Mindedness”, “Special Classes and 
Special Schools”, “Welfare of 
School Children”, “School Hy- 
giene’, and “The Institution as a 
Laboratory”, are among those that 
should especially interest our read- 
ers. 


A NEW VIEW IN CHARITY. 


Charities and The Commons, 105 
East 22nd St., New York City. 
publish a little pamphlet entitled, 

‘Two Years’ Experiment in Phil- 
anthropy and Public Opinion” 
which may be had free by sending 
a card to the editor, Edward T. 
Devine. This pamphlet should be 
read by all interested in charitable 
and philanthropic work. Charities 
and The Commons has done more 
than any one publication to put the 
charities of the country on a sound 
basis. 

Dr. Devine says, in speaking of 


the “New View” in charity: “The 


mendicant’s alms, the  pauper’s 
maintenance, the impostor’s larg- 
ess, the bitter bread of degrading 
dependence, gifts even to a worthy 
cause wrung from an uneasy con- 
science, and that kind of charity 


which is but a sorry substitute for 
justice denied, are all so many as- 
pects of charity which tend to make 
it a mockery among men. There 
is another view. In an imperfect 
world, full of adverse conditions 
which are in a large part an evil 
inheritance, the new view makes of 
charity a type of anticipatory jus- 
tice. The new view is, that charity 
may lighten an unreasonable and 
intolerable burden, or transfer it 
to broader and stronger shoulders ; 
that it may bring opportunity to the 
child of an unfavorable heredity 
and an unfavorable environment ; 
that it may deal not only with indi- 
viduals who suffer, but with social 
conditions which tend to perpetu- 
ate crime, pauperism and degener 
acy. 


Announcements of the 1908 
Summer School may be had by 
making application to the Superin- 
tendent. It 1s quite necessary that 
applications for admission to the 
class be made early, for our ac 
commodations are limited, and past 
experience shows that it is advisa- 
ble to have the members of the 
class live at the School. 
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Our last Children’s Birthday 
Party was one of the most success 
ful of the year. Because of the 
rush of Christmas time none was 
held in December, so that all of 
the children whose birthdays fall 
in December and January celebrat- 
ed together. The rest of the child 
ren of the School assembled at 
Garrison Hall to help the lucky 
ones enjoy themselves and_ thev 
certainly succeeded. 

Games in plenty, songs, recita 
tions and instrumental pieces, ex 
hibits of work and a little lunch to 
close with, made a Birthday Party 
of which any child might be proud. 





